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Overview

• Language Codes Standards are growing in number and complexity
– From 2 to 6
– From 400 identifiers to upwards of 30000
– From lists to databases
– From tables to metadata registries
– From published text documents to “published” databases
– From IETF RFC to RFCs to RFCs
– From a closed membership committee to an open Community initiative 

(OmegaWiki) 
– …. with accompanying (web) services and products
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Overview

• Language Codes Standards are growing in number and complexity
– From 2 to 6 – eventually back to 1?
– From 400 identifiers to upwards of 30000 – plus supporting metadata
– From lists to databases – multiple metadata registers
– From tables to metadata registries – registers + policies + “auditors”
– From published text documents to “published” databases – “SAD”
– From IETF RFC to RFCs to RFCs – consume, consume, consume
– From a closed membership committee to an open Community initiative 

(OmegaWiki) – supporting infrastructure, expert review of community 
contributions (e-Voting?)

– …. with accompanying (web) services and products – Open Source and 
bespoke, and secured funding as necessary
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Overview

ISO 639-6 dataISO 639-X data

ISO 639-6 standardISO 639-X standard

Expert review

Community review

“Auditors”

ISO 639-4“standards as databases”

ISO 11179ISO 12620

Co-ordination
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The Language Documentation and Interchange 
Format (LDIF)

• Language Documentation 
associated to metadata – 
interoperability with DCIF 
(12620) as a “subset” of LDIF 
(LDF: 639-4 s9)

• Notions of “Identifiers” – 
reference name vs alpha-2/3/4.
– Names => ML thesaurus; 

representations as governed by 
rules in standards (alpha-2/3/4)

• Document => Representative 
(c/w country flags)

Name Section

Language Section Representation Section

Geographical Info

Societal Info

Linguistic Info

Diachronic Info

Temporal Info

Cultural / Religious
Info

Documentation

Description (#)
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The Language Documentation and Interchange 
Format (LDIF)
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Language Codes & Language Resources

Applications in e-Science, video annotation and document quality
LMF: Lexical-Semantic and Ontological Resources workshop
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Summary of Parts

T i t l e  o f  S t a n d a r d  S t a t u s  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
A u t h o r i t y  

N u m b e r  o f  
i d e n t i f i e r s  
( a p p r o x )  

I S O  6 3 9 - 1 :  P a r t  1 :  A l p h a - 2  c o d e   P u b l i s h e d  ( 2 0 0 2 )  I n f o T e r m  1 5 0  
I S O  6 3 9 - 2 :  P a r t  2 :  A l p h a - 3  c o d e  P u b l i s h e d  ( 1 9 9 8 )  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s  

( L o C )  
4 0 0  

I S O  6 3 9 - 3 :  P a r t  3 :  A l p h a - 3  c o d e  
f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o v e r a g e  o f  
l a n g u a g e s  

P u b l i s h e d  ( 2 0 0 7 )  S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
L i n g u i s t i c s  ( S I L )  

7 0 0 0  

I S O  6 3 9 - 4 :  P a r t  4 :  
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  
g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  l a n g u a g e  
c o d i n g  

E x p e c t e d  l a t e  2 0 0 7 .  n / a  n / a  

I S O  6 3 9 - 5 :  P a r t  5 :  A l p h a - 3  c o d e  
f o r  l a n g u a g e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  g r o u p s  

E x p e c t e d  l a t e  2 0 0 7 .  T B C  1 0 0  

I S O  6 3 9 - 6 :  P a r t  6 :  A l p h a - 4  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
c o v e r a g e  o f  l a n g u a g e  v a r i a t i o n  

E x p e c t e d  e a r l y  2 0 0 8 .  G e o L a n g  2 5 0 0 0  
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